
Helping Dogs and Cats 
in North American  
Native Communities

FAST FACTS  As many as 90% of the 
dogs in the Navajo Nation in the United States lack 
veterinary care and are not spayed or neutered. Most people living in the Navajo Nation live on 

fixed incomes. People with pets struggle to afford 
any veterinary care.
 Almost one million aboriginal people live in Canada 
in remote communities and below the poverty level. 
Dogs are malnourished and suffer from neglect.  IFAW runs the largest veterinary project in the 

native Canadian area, reaching out to dogs across 
the James Bay Cree communities.  

The problem:
In the Navajo Nation, a vast Native American 
homeland in the south-western United States, 
poverty and hardship mean that owners cannot 
afford to give their pets even the most basic 
veterinary care, such as spaying and neutering. 
Thousands of cats and dogs are born every year only 
to suffer starvation and neglect. Many dogs roam 
wild, infested with parasites and carrying contagious 
diseases, and residents risk attack from homeless 
animals who band together in packs. 
It’s a similar story in James Bay Cree communities in 
the remote taiga region of Quebec, Canada. Today, 
owned and non-owned roaming dogs are perceived 
as a health and safety risk, and dog overpopulation 
is frequently referred to as a problem by community 
members. Without veterinary services for humane 
euthanasia and very rare opportunities for re-homing, 
some communities have resorted to “dog-shoot” 
days. If a dog is not tied up on the designated day, it 
is shot dead. Northern communities are looking for 
effective and humane solutions that will allow dogs 
and humans to thrive together.

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Persuade everyone you know 
who has a pet to have it spayed or neutered.
Adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buying one from 
a pet shop or breeder.

DONATE  Your gift will help make sure fewer dogs 
and cats die from disease, starvation and neglect.  
To donate, go to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on  
1-800-932-4329. 

Our solution:
At IFAW, we believe that no animal should suffer 
from an illness or injury that can be easily treated. 
That’s why we bring veterinary care to places where it 
doesn’t exist, to the animals most in need. 
We are working with the Navajo Nation to bring 
veterinary care to suffering and malnourished dogs 
and cats. Vaccinations are reducing the spread of 
contagious diseases, while spay/neuter surgeries 
reduce the number of unwanted puppies and kittens. 
Our foster program gives abandoned puppies a 
second chance, as we find them loving homes both in 
and beyond the Navajo reservation.
Each year, we take a committed team of vets and 
educators to provide services to eight remote James 
Bay Cree communities of Canada. Depending on 
the community, veterinary clinics are set up in school 
hallways, fire stations and board rooms. Vets perform 
spay/neuter surgeries, vaccinate against parvovirus/
distemper/rabies and de-worm 
each animal. In just one day, 50 to 
200 animals are vaccinated and up 
to 60 can be sterilized. Not only do 
the clinics provide much needed 
veterinary services to these remote 
communities, they create a high 
profile platform from which to 
engage community members about 
their dogs and humane animal care.
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